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—that he fell in. love with a Moorish lady, and his
mother, the Countess Mariona, wishing to prevent the
marriage, prepared a cup of poison for him. Another
version says that it was Dona Mariona herself who
wanted to marry a Moor, and tried to poison her son
for fear he should hinder it As to the fact, both are
agreed that he guessed her intentions, and insisted on
her drinking off the potion herself; whence, say the
Spaniards, arose the custom of the lady being the first
to pledge the gentleman in a cup. Probably the
eastern habits of keeping women in the background
led to this desire to account for a custom inherited
from the more courteous Goth.
In expiation for his mother's death, Sancho founded
a great double monastery in a lovely valley, watered
by four tributaries to the Ebro, of which the Oca is the
chief. The dedication was to San Salvador; but it
was called Ona, after the countess; and Sancho's
daughter, Dona Frigida, was the first abbess. He
extended his borders during the wars of the Moo*rs ;
sometimes, as has been seen, by hiring out his alliance
for so many fortresses, sometimes by conquest; and
he was besieging Sepulveda, when he died of a short
illness in 1022.
He left an only son and three daughters. The
eldest was the wife of Sancho IV., king of Navarre,
who took under his protection the young Don Garcia
Sanchez, Count of Castille, a very promising boy of
fourteen. A marriage was arranged between him and
Sancha of Leon ; but the poor boy had incurred the
resentment of the three sons of the Count of Vela,
probably because his brother-in-law had tried to break
up a sort of outlaw settlement in the Castle of Mongon,

